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HOMEWORK POLICY
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RATIONALE

This policy was prepared following consultation with parents*, pupils and staff.

Homework is viewed as a valuable way of practising skills, extending classroom learning, developing independent learning skills and keeping parents informed of what their children are learning.

A flexible programme of regular homework helps establish independent learning and forms good study habits for lifelong learning.

Research shows that where parents show interest and are seen to value homework, children’s achievements are significantly raised.

*Where the term ‘parents’ is used in this document it should be understood to include parents and carers.
AIMS
This policy aims to

· Provide a clear framework for the setting of homework

· Ensure that homework effectively supports children’s learning through the provision of meaningful and relevant tasks

· Encourage responsibility and  independence

POLICY INTO PRACTICE

Tasks

Homework will be set most weeks for most children. Exceptions to this might be, for example, P.1 children in the first weeks of school, P.7 children during the week of the Academy induction days, holiday long weekends or during particularly social times of year such as the lead up to Christmas.

Homework tasks will always relate to learning contexts introduced in class and will always have been explained to or discussed with the children in advance. Literacy and numeracy/ maths tasks will be set most weeks with homework in other subject areas set according to teacher judgement. Homework tasks may involve learning across a number of curricular areas.
The amount of homework and the time required to complete tasks will vary from stage to stage. In P.1, for example, tasks may have a strong literacy focus and be of a short and more frequent nature e.g. practising phonics or reading for a short time several times a week. As children progress through the school, homework tasks will become  more varied and may include writing, spelling, preparing a talk, book reports, numeracy tasks, French, investigations and research, design tasks, science or other subjects on a regular or occasional basis. 
If homework is to effectively support learning, it is important that an element of flexibility is present to meet children’s needs.

Please see Appendix 1 for further examples of homework tasks.

Time allocation

In general, tasks are given out on a Monday to be handed in on a Friday to allow for pupil choice in planning when to complete homework around their social and family activities. This pattern is flexible and some more demanding tasks at the upper stages may well be allowed a longer time for completion. At the early stages a shorter and more frequent pattern may be more appropriate. 

The date when  tasks are due to be completed will always be given to children when the task is set.

In general, children in P.1 and 2 should spend no more than an hour a week on formal homework. Many young children, however, are keen to practise and extend what they have been working on in class and informal and play activities that they may initiate will clearly enrich learning.

The length of time required for homework will increase as the children move up the school. In P.3- 5 children will build to 1.5 to 2 hours and in P.6 and 7 children will have approximately 2 hours homework per week. Children may, of course, choose to spend longer on some tasks, but in general tasks set should be able to be completed within these time allocations. 

Organisation

Children are provided with a homework diary and are responsible for bringing these to school and ensuring they are kept up to date. Younger children will have support  in keeping their diaries up to date but by P.3 or 4 most children should be capable of doing this independently. Parents and teachers can also use the homework diary for home/school communication.
Absentees

Following a short absence, homework may be given as appropriate to help children catch up.

In the case of a prolonged absence, work may be sent home according to the needs of the child concerned and in consultation with parents.

Children who are absent due to family holidays will not have homework set in advance of the absence.

Non-completion

Occasional – teacher will discuss this with the pupil and monitor the situation

Frequent  -  teacher will contact parents, alert them to the situation and agree a way forward

Persistent  -  parents will be invited on to school to discuss the situation and consider options to resolve the problem

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Teachers will regularly set relevant and meaningful homework tasks in accordance with school policy. They will ensure all children in their class are given a diary.
Children should complete tasks set to the best standard they are capable of and return work to school on time. They will bring their diary to school every day.

Parents should check their child’s diary regularly, show interest in their child’s homework and ensure their child has a suitable place to complete their work.

Leaflets for parents on how to support homework are supplied to all families and are readily available on request.
Appendix 1
Examples of homework tasks

This list is neither comprehensive nor exhaustive, but is intended to provide examples of  the types of task which are likely to be set for homework in some subject areas.

Numeracy/ maths
Written practice or extension of topic being studied in class e.g. addition worksheet,  decimal exercise, problem to solve or investigate
Practical activity for parent and child to do together e.g. number game 

Practice of skill or number facts e.g. measuring around the home, looking at food packaging for weights and volumes, practising a multiplication table

Literacy 

Reading -  practising new vocabulary, set pages from reading book, written activity to extend or enrich reading, preparation of book report

Spelling – word list to learn, Jolly Phonics activity, spelling pattern to learn, written activity to consolidate spelling list or rule

Writing  -  short  piece linked to topic research e.g. ask an older relative about their schooldays and write a short report to share with the class, longer piece for topic investigation e.g. make a booklet about a rainforest animal. 

Children may be asked to plan a story, or write a story beginning, but it is unlikely that they would be asked to write a complete story for homework.

Listening & Talking – show and tell, prepare a talk on a  familiar subject, research an aspect of a class topic to talk to the class about, prepare a piece of reading for group discussion

Social Subjects / Science / Technology

Research an aspect of a topic for a given purpose e.g. find out 5 facts about the River Amazon so you can start to make a fact sheet.

Interview a relative to find out abpout an aspect of their life e.g. What does Dad do at work?

Collect/ bring in an object for a topic e.g. items from Granny’s attic

Carry out an experiment e.g. grow a plant, observe birds at a feeder

Homework in other areas may include learning song words, collecting items for drawing, practising lines for a play, designing and making, 
Appendix 2
Expectations

Staff are expected to

· Set homework tasks relevant to the children’s learning

· Give a date for tasks to be handed in

· Ensure homework tasks are explained and /or discussed

· Provide feedback to the children on how well they have completed tasks. Feedback may be verbal or written.

· Provide each child with a homework diary

Pupils are expected to

· Keep homework diaries up to date, with support at the early stages

· Complete tasks to the best of their ability

· Bring completed tasks to school on or before the due date

· Ask in good time if they have difficulty with any homework tasks

Parents are expected to 

· Help children to establish good habits e.g. working in a quiet place on a suitable surface

· Show interest in their child’s homework by asking about tasks and looking at the completed work. Parents do not need to correct mistakes, but ensuring that the work is done with care and is well presented shows you child that you value homework.
· Let your child’s teacher know if homework is causing undue difficulty. The homework diary could be used for this.

· Encourage children to take a pride in their work. Well presented work shows that homework is valued, whereas poor presentation gives the opposite impression. Written tasks may be either handwritten or printed from the computer, either is perfectly acceptable.
